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This article is co-authored by Raincoast Conservation Foundation senior scientist and large carnivore expert Dr. Paul Paquet.

Vancouver Island-born actress Pamela Anderson and American singer Miley Cyrus have rightly weighed in on British Columbia's wolf cull,
resulting in a stage tantrum by our elected entertainers, i.e. provincial politicians.

Premier Christy Clark's awkward and derisive response to Anderson and Cyrus for having called out the unscientific, unethical and
unwarranted B.C. wolf cull was inappropriately personal toward the two celebrities, while being factually incorrect about the cull. Evidently,
Clark's B.C. Liberal Party sitcom is in dire need of new scriptwriters.

In fairness to the premier, representatives from all the provincial parties in the B.C. legislature have, to varying degrees, repeated the
misinformation and misconceptions propagated by anti-science, anti-large-carnivore, pro-wolf cull cheerleaders such as the B.C. Wildlife
Federation.

Below, we offer five reasons why provincial politicians of all stripes who are supporting the cull, or straddling the fence, should reconsider
where they stand on the issue:

1) Killing wolves will not improve caribou recovery. Ostensibly to protect caribou, the B.C. government has been engaging in wolf-
sterilization experiments and wolf-killing programs for more than a decade.

These initiatives have not resulted in any measurable benefits for caribou (as stated in the B.C. Wolf Management Plan). Alberta's wolf cull,
as reported in the Canadian Journal of Zoology in 2014, failed to achieve any improvement in boreal woodland caribou adult female survival,
or any improvement in calf survival, and as such had no long-term effect on population dynamics.

2) Habitat quality is the most important component of caribou recovery. Because it likely takes hundreds of years to establish an adequate
biomass of tree lichen to sustain mountain caribou populations, deforestation is a major reason for the decline of caribou numbers and their
failure to recover.

The B.C. government made the decision decades ago to knowingly destroy critical caribou habitat with flooding for hydro, logging, access
roads and other human activities. It fully knew the consequences but chose to ignore the harm to caribou.



In the south Selkirk, only 19 caribou remain in an unviable population that is already functionally extinct. Habitat that supports a larger
herd needs to be completely protected from logging and all human activities, and the herd needs to be re-established through careful
reintroductions, which will require decades.

This is the only way a viable caribou population can persist. Killing all the wolves to give the public appearance that the province cares about
caribou makes no difference to this population. It is already lost.

3) Wolves are not the only predators of caribou. Wolves do eat caribou, but so do cougars, grizzly bears, black bears, wolverines, lynx,
bobcats and golden eagles.

A 1999 study of Columbia Mountain caribou found "most adult mortality was attributable to predation, particularly by cougars."
Additionally, contrary to recent B.C. Wildlife Federation propaganda, an "explosion of wolves" has not occurred.

In fact, the province estimates the B.C. wolf population to be approximately half that of the grizzly bear population.

4. The wolf cull is a slaughter that causes indefensible suffering to wolves. Caribou and wolves co-existed for millennia before caribou herds
were severely diminished by habitat loss (in both B.C. and Alberta), irreparably so in some cases. Slaughtering wolves inhumanely (i.e. by
aerial gunning, neck snares and poison) reflects fear and intolerance, at best.

The province is killing wolves now to ostensibly conserve the caribou herds that it was responsible for decimating through decades of
conscious choices not to protect caribou habitat. There are no reasonable ecological or economic reasons to kill wolves. Moreover, there are
clearly no tenable ethical reasons to induce such harm and suffering.

Wolves in B.C. are already subjected to a staggering amount of hunting persecution, as the cull's death toll is in addition to the over 1,000
wolves that are killed on an annual basis in the province for "recreational” purposes.

Raincoast Conservation Foundation scientist Dr. Heather Bryan is the lead author on a seminal scientific paper, published in the British
journal Functional Ecology, which suggests wolves that are heavily hunted or subjected to intensive lethal control experience significant
social and physiological stress. The scientists used tufts of hair to measure hormone levels in wolves subject to different hunting pressures in
Canada.

Although the long-term effects of chronically elevated stress and reproductive hormones are unknown, there are potential implications for
wildlife health, welfare, long-term survival, and behaviour. The effects of stress are often subtle, but the ensuing harm can be acute, chronic,
and permanent, sometimes spanning generations.

5. The ends do not justify the means. Wolf culls involve killing hundreds of wolves, and over the longer term, likely thousands.

In making moral judgments, people tend to regard harm as more serious if it is deliberate, rather than unintentional. Both recreational and
institutional killing of wolves are rightly viewed as more serious acts than unintentional killing. Similarly, people may regard harm as less
significant if done for a seemingly worthwhile purpose. This is a slippery slope.

Principled justifications used to sanctify unethical practices that cause harm and suffering are not worthy purposes and are an unethical
rationale for killing wolves.

A version of this article recently ran in the Victoria Times Colonist.
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Katrin Kozevnikov MacLean

Mr. Genovali accuses the provincial government of being biased yet he is
doing the same thing. Not once did he mention the South Peace herds that are
being protected. Not once did he mention that there are snowmobile closures
and restrictions of heli skiing in the affected areas. Not once did he mention
that all biologists agree that habitat destruction is the number one cause for
caribou declines. Not once did he mention that due to habitat alterations other
ungulates have moved into these open areas whereupon the wolves have
increased. Give an apex creature, like the wolf, the right com... See More
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