Premier Rachel Notley
Office of the Premier
Legislature Building 
10800 97 Ave. NW
Edmonton, AB
T5K 2B6

Minister of Environment and Parks, Shannon Phillips
Executive Branch 
208 Legislature Building
10800 - 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB
T5K 2B6

Re: AB Wolf Management 

Date:______________________________

Dear Honourable Government Representatives, 
I am writing in regards to the current treatment of wolves in the province of Alberta.  As an apex predator, wolves are one of nature's greatest achievements, not to be squandered.    
Current policies allow wolves to be killed for sport, recreation, in reactionary killing cycles when conflicts arise with livestock, in killing contests, and under the guise of preserving caribou.  This type of management is not in sync with the best available science, nor is it in any way ethical.  Outdated hunting and trapping regulations ignore the social nature of this highly evolved animal, whereas understanding and honouring this can help prevent conflicts with livestock and promote biodiversity.
 Not only do wolves demonstrate a very high value to society and the planet, they are also extremely intelligent and sensitive.  The intrinsic value and ecological roles of wolves are worthy of preservation.  
In a global biodiversity crisis and with predator-prey systems becoming more rare around the planet, we are ALL shareholders in the future of wolves in Alberta and Canada.  I urge you to immediately amend the management plan for wolves in AB so that management practices will allign with the following:
· Ban the use of bait, neck snares and mechanized vehicles in hunting regulations to align better with fair chase and ethics.  Neck-snares are not subject to trap performance criteria set out in the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards.  Neck-killing snares are in-humane and do not discriminate among the animals they kill.
· Stop killing wolves under the guise of caribou conservation.  AB has been killing wolves around the Little Smokey Caribou herd for more than a decade.  Where wolf-killing has occurred for this purpose there have been no significant increases in caribou populations.  Wolves are being scapegoated as habitat alterations and human influences continue.  
· Commit to reduce conflicts with livestock producers through prevention measures including education initiatives and incentives for responsible husbandry practices such as fencing, guard dogs, shepherds, carcass removal programs, etc. 
· Put an end to bounty programs, which do nothing to prevent conflicts among predators and livestock.  Killing predators is reactionary but not preventative, and may actually lead to increased conflicts as wolf social structures are exploited.  Many wolves and coyotes turned in for bounty payments have never killed livestock, and never would.
· Establish a conservation plan for wolves that ensures pack stability and social dynamics are recognized and maintained, in addition to striving to preserve a viable wolf population in terms of gene flow, population age and structure.

Because wolves are a keystone species, killing them can create trophic cascades where many other species and ecosystem processes suffer.  Please ensure that wolf management is based on ethics, ecology, and an understanding and respect for the social nature and requirements of this animal.  

This is important to me because:

 












I ask that you respond to my comments in a timely manner and let me know how these concerns will be addressed.  
Sincerely, ______________________

Address: ________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Email:___________________________
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